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•	 Choral score with piano accompaniment for rehearsal 
only

•	 First performed at Westminster Abbey on 19 September 
2022 at the Funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II

•	 Suitable for liturgical performance

•	 Intermediate level

Especially commissioned by the Dean & Chapter of 
Westminster for performance at the Funeral Service of Her 
Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II at Westminster Abbey 
on Monday 19 September 2022. The text, from St Paul’s 
Letter	to	the	Romans,	perfectly	reflects	the	late	Queen’s	
steadfast Christian faith, as demonstrated by her unswerving 
devotion to her destiny as a national and world leader, and 
as personally expressed in her annual Christmas broadcasts.

Ideal for intermediate choirs, the work expresses hope, 
triumph	and	rejoicing.	Whilst	fitting	for	memorial	and	
remembrance services in general, it will also be found 
suitable at Easter and for general use. As an alternative to 
‘Alleluia’ a verse from the Book of Revelation is provided, for 
use during penitential seasons. 

“James MacMillan’s text, from the Epistle to the Romans, 
listed all those things that cannot separate us from the 
love of God, including ‘nor height nor depth’. That offered 
him a golden opportunity to start in gentle quietude and 
build to a height of expressive tension for the word ‘height’ 
before leading to a series of ecstatic Alleluias… full-blooded 
expressivity.”  
Daily Telegraph

“Composer Sir James MacMillan’s anthem hits the right 
note… He joins a list of composers of royal funeral music 
stretching back to Henry Purcell and George Frideric Handel.” 
The Times

Who Shall Separate Us?
James MacMillan

“...upper voices hovering over a 
sustained bass drone, before the 
music escalates towards a sequence 
of ecstatic alleluias and comes to 
rest on a quiet Amen.”  
The Guardian

“…the MacMillan – the final 
anthem – was something else. A 
low drone in the basses seemed to 
take the floor out from under us, 
plunging us into a space between 
worlds. Fanfares echoed before an 
‘Alleluia’ shimmered out – music 
catching fire, burning out in a 
transcendent blaze of clashes and 
suspensions.” 
iNews


