
VIKTOR ULLMANN (1898–1944) | NORBERT VON HANNENHEIM (1898–1945)
Piano Sonatas

CD 1 01 – 05  Ullmann: Sonata no.7 (1944)  
 06 – 08  Ullmann: Sonata no.1 op.10 (1936)  
 09 – 10  HannenHeim: Sonata no.2 
 11 – 13  Ullmann: Sonata no.2 op.19 (1938/39) 
 14 – 15  HannenHeim: Sonata no.4a 
 16 – 19  Ullmann: Sonata no.6 (1943) 

CD 2 01 – 02  HannenHeim: Sonata no.12 
 03 – 05  Ullmann: Sonata no.3 op.26 (1940) 
 06 – 08  HannenHeim: Sonata no.6 
 09 – 13  Ullmann: Sonata no.5 (1943)  
 14 – 16  HannenHeim: Sonata no.3 
 17 – 19  Ullmann: Sonata no.4 op.38 (1941)

Moritz Ernst, piano
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in the 20th century, it often suffices to know a person’s date of birth in order to get an idea of his 
experiences and his fate. 1898, Viktor Ullmann’s and norbert von Hannenheim’s year of birth, means: 
witnessing World War i during the formative years of late adolescence; attempting to establish oneself 
during the Twenties – a time that was hardly “golden”, but rather downright chaotic – and eventually, 
after 1933, living through increasing darkness and danger of death. a time in which boundaries dissolve, 
all identities become indeterminate, and solid points of reference seem no longer to exist; a time in which 
the alert “i” is subjected to severe psychological strain. The piano sonatas by Ullmann and Hannenheim 
bear witness to their faith in a high purpose of artistic endeavour. They demonstrate vitality 
through their power of form, wrested from the most adverse of conditions. This is what makes 
us appreciate and honour this music especially today.
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