Ensemble Builders
for Percussion

Six Ensemble Works Playable With as few as Four Percussionists

Composed by
Robert Clayson
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Individual Piece Information

1. FIRST AND SECOND GO-ROUND
Minimum required instrumentation:
e Glockenspiel
e Tambourine
e Snare Drum
e BassDrum
Other info:
e Tempo: 100 BPM
Duration: 2:10
Key Signature: F major
Rolls: no
Changes in Timpani: no
Rhythmic Values: whole notes - eighth notes

2.MARCH
Minimum required instrumentation:
e Glockenspiel
e Xylophone
e Tambourine
e Snare Drum
Other info:
e Tempo: 100 BPM
Duration 2:00
Key Signature: B flat major
Rolls: yes
Changes in Timpani: no
Rhythmic Values: whole notes - eighth notes

3. THE COURT JESTER
Minimum required instrumentation:

e Timpani
e  Glockenspiel
e Xylophone
e Spare Drum
Other info:
e Tempo: 132 BPM
e Duration 2:00
e Key Signature: G minor
e Rolls:yes
e Changesin Timpani: no
e  Rhythmic Values: wholemotes - sixteenth

notes

4. FLURRIES SUSPENDED IN THE SUNSET
Minimum required instrumentation:
e  Glockenspiel

o Xylophone

e Vibraphone

e Marimba1l
Other info:

e Tempo: 90 BPM

Duration 2:30

Key Signature: A minor

Rolls: yes

Changes in Timpani: yes

Rhythmic Values: whole notes - eighth notes

5.RUNNING SPEED
Minimum required instrumentation:
o Glockenspiel

e Xylophone
e Snare Drum
e Toms
Other info:
e . Tempo: 160,80 BPM
¢ Duration 2:00
e Key Signature: Gminor
e Rolls:yes
e Changes in Timpani: no
e Rhythmicalues: whole notes - sixteenth
notes
6. FANFARE

Minimum required instrumentation
o), Glockenspiel
e Vibraphone
e Snare Drum
e Tambourine
Other info:
e Tempo: 90, 140 BPM
Duration 2:30
Key Signature: B flat major
Rolls: yes
Changes in Timpani: no
Rhythmic Values: whole notes - sixteenth
notes

Program Notes

The more timeskspend around beginning percussion programs, the more | see a need for
meaningful perelission ensemble music that is accessible to a wide range of instrumentations and skill
levels. Too often at solo and ensemble festivals, | see young percussion ensembles play pieces that were
written for other instrument groups and adapted for mallet instruments. The idea of “flex” band pieces
has always intrigued me as an educational tool for young band programs, so | have set out to write
pieces for beginning to intermediate percussion ensembles in this style. Ensemble Builders for Percussion is
aset of six “flex” style percussion ensemble pieces for young percussionists. While being scored for a
large percussion section, each piece has a minimum instrumentation of quartet that will still allow the
piece to function. The optional parts have been written so that you can still have your intermediate
students play with your beginning students if need be. The pieces are presented in what | believe to be a
sequential order so your students can grow from piece to piece. It is my sincere hope that you and your
students enjoy these pieces. No matter how small or large your percussion program is, they still deserve

to play good music that is written with them in mind.
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First and Second Go-Round - Full Score
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First and Second Go-Round - Full Score
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